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of Scotland was held last week at Dunoon, when the Presi-
dent, Mr. George Dunne, delivered an address on Sanitary
Progress and Holiday Resorts. Papers were also read on
Some Aspects of the Food and Drugs Act and the Ventilation
of Sewers and Drains. Visits were paid to the hospitals,
waterworks, and refuse destructor of the district.

National Conference on Sweated Industries.
A good deal of interest is being taken in the arrangements

which are being made for the National Conference on
Sweated Industries to be held in Glasgow on Oct. llth and
12th. Seeing that the subject bears so directly on public
health, housing, and general sanitation, it is to be hoped
that as the result of the conference some legislative remedies
may be suggested to deal with the evil.

Suggested Case of Ptomaine Poisoning.
In the Court of Session a rather curious case has arisen

where interdict is sought by the proprietors of a Glasgow
restaurant to prevent the widow of a man recently dead from
circulating a statement that her husband’s death was attribu-
table to ptomaine poisoning consequent upon his having
partaken of food supplied in the restaurant. The first
intimation received by the complainers was a claim tor

&pound;10,000 by the respondent in respect of the death of her
husband, which took place on May 27th as the alleged result
of a lunch partaken of on May 17th. The claim was made and
the story circulated without any inquiry being made of the
proprietors of the restaurant, who state that the soup was
made fresh on that day, of the best material, and supplied
to over 100 customers without a word of complaint. Further,
on examining the body of the deceased after exhumation,
death was found to be due to cerebral h&aelig;morrhage.

Competency of a Skip’s Surgeon.
A case has been decided in Glasgow Sheriff Court in which

a seaman sued a firm of ship-owners for C400 as reparation in
respect of loss, injury, and damage sustained on board one
of their steamers. The case for the pursuer is that he was
dashed by a wave against an iron ladder and injured. The

ship’s surgeon who saw him on several occasions said that he
was suffering from bruises, but after his return he was
treated in an infirmary for compound fracture and dislocation
of the shoulder. The pursuer held that the defenders were
liable in reparation on the ground that the surgeon was in-
competent and that with ordinary care he could have pro-
perly diagnosed the injury ; also that it was the duty of the
defenders to appoint a surgeon of skill. In dismissing the
case as irrelevant the sheriff said that the Merchant Shipping
Act, 1904, Section 209, directed defenders to carry a duly
qualified medical man, and it was admitted that the ship’s
surgeon was a qualified practitioner. That being so, the
sheriff thought the statement of the pursuer would need
to go a great deal further before he disclosed a case for
inquiry.

Death of Mr. George P. Alexander, Forfar.
Mr. George P. Alexander, Forfar’s oldest medical practi-

tioner, recently died with startling suddenness at his resi-
dence. He had been out visiting a patient and while
returning home he became suddenly ill, and was carried to
his house where he expired almost immediately. Death was
due to heart failure. The deceased was a native of Dundee
and attended the University of Glasgow. Early in his career
he settled in Forfar and acquired an extensive practice in
the burgh. In the volunteer movement he evinced a deep
interest and retired last year with the rank of surgeon-
lieutenant-colonel of the 2nd V.B R.H. (Black Watch). Mr.
Alexander was also a life director and a visiting surgeon of
the Forfar Infirmary. He was 72 years of age and is sur-
vived by a widow, three sons, and a daughter.

Handsome Gift to Paisley Infirmary.
The honorary secretary of Paisley Royal Alexandra

Infirmary has received a cheque for E3750 from the agents
of Mrs. Borra Paterson, Buenos Ayres, for the endowment
of three beds in the hospital. One of the beds is to be
dedicated to the memory of Robert Coats Paterson (a native
of Paisley) who died at Buenos Ayres in February, 1906, and
the others are to be in memory of his father and mother.

Appointment of Medical Officers for ,Stornoway.
Dr. D. Murray (Stornoway) and Dr. Mackinnon (Stornoway)

have been appointed by the Stornoway parish council to
fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Macdonald,
medical officer of the Landward division. The Local
Government Board had approved of the council’s proposal

to appoint separate officers for the two wards of the:Land-
ward division, apportioning the present salary equally
between them. Dr. Murray was appointed for the Point
and Dr. Mackinnon for the Back district.

Aberdeen, -Lo,7v -Death-rate among Infants.
The death-rate per 1000 in May last among children under

one year of age was 70’ 73, as compared with the average
for May in the previous five years of 142’ 72. Dr. Matthew
Hay, medical officer of health of Aberdeen, in his monthly
report states that the deaths from tuberculous meningitis
reached a higher level last month than in any preceding
recent month and is a little significant in view of the occur-
rence of cerebro-spinal fever in Scotland. Every suspicious
case of cerebral illness was examined by lumbar puncture
when permitted, but in no case was the germ characteristic of
cerebro-spinal fever found. No connexion was known to exist
between the children who died from tuberculous meningitis
during the month. None of the cases died with much
suddenness,. the shortest duration or obvious illness in any
case being seven days. In the others it varied from 14
days to three months...

June 24th.
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(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Death of Dr. E. H. Bennett.
IN Dr. Edward Hallaran Bennett, one of the few Honorary

Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, the-
medical profession has lost a very distinguished exponent of
our art and science. The funeral took place on Monday last,
June 24th, at Mount Jerome Cemetery, the funeral service
being performed by the Rev. Charles Dowse, rector of Christr
Church, Leeson Park. A number of students of the Medical
School of Trinity College, Dublin, in which the deceased was
professor of surgery, walked in procession behind the hearse,
while the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, of which
Dr. Bennett was formerly President, was represented by the
present president, Mr. H. R. Swanzy, and many members of
the council of the College as well as Mr. J. Barton, the
secretary, and Mr. G. F. Blake, the registrar.

Health of Belfast.
It is to be regretted that both in number and in severity

the cases of cerebro-spinal fever in Belfast show no improve-
ment. At a meeting of the public health committee held on
June 20th it was reported that there had been 17 cases of the
disease during the week ending June 15th, as compared with
13 for the previous week, while since June 13th 17 cases have
been reported. During the week ended June 15th 15 deaths
occurred from the disease. Of 81 patients in Purdysburn
infectious hospital during the week, 36 were suffering from
cerebro-spinal fever and four deaths took place. Cases of &pound;
measles are also at present on the increase in Belfast. The-
medical officer of health has reported difficulty in obtaining-
a suitable house for the purpose of establishing a dispensary
for dealing with consumption, as owing to objections having
been raised the authorities were prevented from occupying the
premises selected by the committee in Great Victoria-street.
" It appeared [as it is reported in the public press] that a
great deal of the opposition to the proposed dispensary
arose from medical gentlemen." A subcommittee was-

therefore appointed to look out for another house. The
facts are as follows. The public health authorities entered
into negotiation with an agent for a house in a terrace
in Great Victoria-street, a residential district, where a
good many members of the medical profession live, and
the matter was almost settled, when it came to the ears of &pound;
the owners that the people in the neighbourhood-not medical
men alone, but a large number of the inhabitants-objected
very strongly, and as a consequence the negotiations were
broken off. What really prevented the house being let for
the purpose was the risk of a consumptive dispensary
injuring the letting value of the houses. Now that the-
corporation has entered into an arrangement with the
Forster Green Hospital to admit consumptive patients the-
wise thing would be to utilise the existing dis-

pensary in connexion with that institution and not
to spend money in establishing another one.-Owing to
the evidence brought before the Health Commission in

egard to the state of the Belfast ashpits the health com-
mittee wisely threw out the suggestion of replacing them by
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ashbins and it summoned a number of rent agents to dis-
cuss the matter. On June 20th the chief clerk read a letter
from a firm of rent agents. to the effect that they considered
that ashpits, if properly covered and fitted with cleaning
doors in the yards, would be much safer than portable bins,
particularly in small property. They had introduced the
bin already into some better-class property and it had not

given satisfaction. Therefore they were not prepared to
fall in with the proposal to adopt the dustbin in place of the
ashpit. If something could be done to compel some tenants
to keep themselves and their houses cleaner it would, in
their opinion, have the effect of considerably improving the
health of the city. -

The Weather.
Not for many years-some say since 1879-has there been

such a wet cold summer in the North of Ireland, and, un-
fortunately, there is up to the present no prospect of any
change. The farmers are complaining very much of the
injury being done to their crops, especially to potatoes.

Death of Mr. James May Elliott, L.R. C.P.& S. Edin.
It is with sincere regret that I record the death at his

residence, Rathfriland, county Down, of Mr. James May
Elliott after a long and painful illness, during which
he showed the most Spartan qualities in attending to
his work up to a few weeks before his decease. Mr.
Elliott, who was a nephew of the late Dr. Joseph
May of Rathfriland, studied in Dublin and at Anderson’s
’College, Glasgow. After obtaining the qualifications of
the Edinburgh Colleges of Surgeons and Physicians Mr.
Elliott settled down in practice in Rathfriland, where
for the past 26 years he has been dispensary medical officer,
.having succeeded in that post his uncle. A kindly, genial
gentleman with a great fund of native humour, he was

.greatly beloved by his patients, and especially by the poor,
for the extremely conscientious discharge of his varied
duties. He leaves a widow and four sons ; all the sons are

qualifying for the learned professions.
June 25th

PARIS.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Artificial liadio-aotive Baths.
AT the Therapeutical Society M. Dupont has recently

-described the advantages of treatment by artificial radio-
active baths. These are employed at various hot-water spas
where by means of submerging the light the thermal and
chemical action of the water can be combined with the
therapeutic activity of the rays of the spectrum. The

necessary apparatus is very simple ; the wall of the bath is
-fitted with port-holes behind which are placed electric
arc lights; coloured glass screens can be used to tint the
luminous rays which can be focussed on the patient by
means of lenses. This procedure permits of the employ-
ment of the ultra-violet rays of the spectrum. The same
sources of light can be used for douche and luminous vapour
’baths.

An Auxiliary Treatment in Intestinal Perforation.
At the Academy of Medicine on June llth M. Chantemesse

described a new means in the treatment of intestinal per-
forations. Up to now early operation has been the only
.thing to be done for these conditions. The great difficulty
-has been to decide whether a perforation exists ; the signs
of perforation are those of peritonitis and often that condi-
tion is alone present. This may be guarded against by the
.administration of hypodermic injections of nucleinate of
soda which produces a marked leucocytosis and is a good
means of meeting peritonitis when that condition is declared ;
the pain disappears, the abdominal rigidity is diminished,
and the temperature falls. The dose used is 40 cubic centi-
metres of a 1 per cent, solution in physiological saline. At
the end of 24 hours there are sometimes slight swelling and
temporary redness at the seat of injection ; two or three days
later a second injection is made, and still later a third in
diminishing doses.
The Proposed Tour of French Watering-,places and S’pas for the

Purpose of Medioal Study.
The ninth tour for medical study will take place from

August 31st to Sept. 13th of this year. It will include the
eastern resorts and those of the Jura-viz., Sermaise, Vittel,

Contrex&eacute;ville, Martigny, Bourbonne-les-Bains, Luxeuill,
Plombieres, Geradmer, La Schlucht, Bussang, the Ballon
d’Alsace, Besancon-Moui1l&egrave;re Salins, Laons-le-Saulniere,
La Faucille, and Divonne. As in previous years the
tour will be under the direction of Dr. Landouzy who
will organise conferences at the various places on the
subject of treatment by hydrotherapy. The railways
will allow a reduction of half cost on all fares
between the homes of those who attend and the meeting
place which is to be Reims. Medical men from other
countries will be allowed this reduction from the time
of leaving the station where they first touch French territory,
and a like reduction will be made at the end of the tour at
the place of disbandment, which will be Divonne, in return-
ing to the station from which the start was made. The whole
expense from Reims to Divonne will be 300 francs, which
will include railway fares, carriages, hotel accommodation,
food, carriage of luggage, and gratuities. The journeys will
be made by first-class special train. Eleven " traveliing
scholarships Cbonrses de voyages) are to be given this year,
of which one was specified by its founder to be given to an
English medical man. For full information application
should be made to M. Carron de la Carriere, 2, rue Lincoln,
Paris. The latest day for receiving applications will be
August 17th.

The Influence on the General Nutrition of the Rapid.Dis-
placement of the Air in Motoring.

At the Academy of Science on June 3rd M. Haller read a
note by M. Mouneyrat in which the author studied the
influence exercised by the use of the motor-car on the

general nutrition of healthy people and of those suffering
from an&aelig;mia and neurasthenia. His researches dealt with
the number of red corpuscles and the amount of haemoglobin
and of the principal urinary constituents. Under the influence
of the current of air produced by the motor the proportion of
red corpuscles and of haemoglobin increases considerably in
both healthy and anaemic people, and at a moderate pace the
motor affords an excellent treatment for the latter; chlorotic
cases do equally well. Motor exercise has a remarkable
effect on sleep, and in neurasthenics this function quickly
becomes normal again. People with chronic constipation
become much more regular in their habits under this in-
fluence. Gouty and arthritic oases derive marked benefit
from the use of the motor-car. Patients with tuberculous
lesions that are undergoing sclerosis as a rule derive
considerable benefit from moderate motor-car exercise if

they are careful to take it in fine weather and are protected
by a glass screen. With regard to heart disease only those
patients whose lesions are compensated ought to be allowed
to use the motor-car and these ought never to be unaccom-
panied ; the presence of an aneurysm, especially of the aorta,
forms an absolute contra-indication to the use of the motor-
car. Patients with varicose veins and haemorrhoids do not
stand it well.

S’evere Gunshat Wounds of the Lung; Operation.
M. Ombredanne has had under treatment a patient

suffering from a gunshot wound in the region of the
heart. A little blood was escaping from the wound of
entry which was situated two centimetres to the left of
the left nipple. There was obviously a wound of the
lung with hsemothorax, and a spinning-wheel sound (brwat
de rouet) suggested the presence of a h&aelig;mo-perioardium.
M. Ombredanne cut a flap of skin and muscle with
the wound orifice in its centre, and resected the fourth,
fifth, and sixth cartilages ; the lung presented in the
wound with a gush of black blood, and on its anterior
surface was seen a hole of the size of a franc piece

. from which blood was spurting freely. M. Ombredanne
ligatured this and a second wound that he discovered ; when
the pleural cavity was dried out the pericardium was found

’ to be uninjured. The thtracic flap was replaced and sutured
and a drain was placed in the pleural cavity. The patient did
not make an uninterrupted recovery, but at the end of three
months he had quite recovered. M. Duval has reported a

; very similar case with a like successful result. Both were
recorded by M. Delorme at the Chirurgical Society on
June 5th.

Council Meeting of the Faculty of Medicine.
’ 

The last council meeting of the Faculty of Medicine passed
a very important resolution which provides that henceforth

t the holders of the posts of physician, surgeon and physician-
accoucheur on hospital staffs shall be ineligible to hold pro-

, fessorships of anatomy, histology, physics, chemistry, and


